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HALSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Jffodical  Officer  of  fffioalt'h 

FOR  THE 

FIRST  DIVISION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1905. 


Infectious  Diseases  ( Notification ) Act , 1889 . 

The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Chicken  Pox. 


Erysipelas 


January  12. 


» 31- 

February  23. 


„ 25. 

>> 

March  31. 


November  5. 

7- 

December  27. 


January  31. 

July  17. 

August  14. 

September  4. 

» 29- 

October  4. 


Methven,  Violet,  aged  11  years,  Earls  Colne. 
Downes,  Frederick,  aged  2 years,  Earls  Colne. 
CuTHBERT,  Ivy,  aged  2 years,  Earls  Colne. 

Haggard,  Arthur,  aged  7 years,  Earls  Colne. 
Haggard,  Sydney,  aged  7 months,  Earls  Colne. 
Methven,  Kathleen,  aged  6 years,  Earls  Colne. 
Brown,  W.  E.,  aged  6 months,  Earls' Colne. 

Brown,  Daisy  M.,  aged  3 years,  Earls  Colne. 

ScoTT,  Wm.  T.,  aged  7 years,  Earls  Colne. 
Harrington,  Frederick,  aged  5 years,  Earls  Colne 
Tye,  Dolly,  aged  4 years,  Earls  Colne. 

Swan,  Frederick,  aged  4 years,  White  Colne. 
ScilliTOE,  Alfred,  aged  9 years,  Earls  Colne. 

Brown,  Wm.  John,  aged  1 J years,  White  Colne. 
Repton,  Mary  Violet,  aged  i^  years,  Earls  Colne. 
Brunning,  Bessie  Alice,  aged  6 months,  Eails  Colne 
Brunning,  George,  aged  3 years,  Earls  Colne. 

Tye,  Frank,  aged  3 years,  Earls  Colne. 

Kibble,  Hattie,  aged  14  years,  Earls  Colne. 

Cornish,  May,  aged  11  years,  Earls  Colne. 

Shin,  Bertie,  aged  6 years,  Earls  Colne. 

Spencer,  Ralph,  aged  8 years,  Earls  Colne. 

Cole,  Alfred  Edward,  aged  8 years,  Earls  Colne. 
Procter,  Mrs.,  aged  44  years,  Colne  Engaine. 
Keeble,  Mrs.  James,  aged  61  years,  White  Colne. 
Newman,  Gordon,  aged  9 years,  Earls  Colne. 

Bridge,  Percy,  aged  16  years,  Earls  Colne. 

Percival,  Mrs.  Wm.,  aged  43  years,  Earls  Colne. 
Hale,  Eli,  aged  60  years,  Colne  Engaine. 

Smith.  Mrs.  Jas.  Keeble,  aged  70  years,  White  Colne 


Scarlet  Fever. 


Diphtheria. 


March  27. 

May  4. 
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Gibbons,  Edith,  aged  17  years,  Potash,  Halstead  Rural. 

Ridgewell,  Beatrick,  aged  15  years,  Don  Johns,  Halstead 
Rural. 

Ridgeweee,  Bertie,  aged  [2  years,  Don  Johns,  Halstead  Rural 
Ridgewell,  Jessie,  aged  9 years,  Don  Johns,  Halstead  Rural. 
Corner,  Robert,  aged  4 years,  Mount  Hill,  Halstead  Rural. 

Newman,  George,  aged  10  years,  Overshot  Mill,  Colne 
Engaine. 

Newman,  Oscar,  aged  9 years,  Overshot  Mill,  Colne  Engaine. 
Newman,  Wm.,  aged  7 years,  Overshot  Mill,  Colne  Engaine. 
Newman  Fred.,  aged  4 years,  Overshot  Mill,  Colne  Engaine. 

Andrews,  Dorothy,  aged  10  years,  New  House  Road,  Earls 
Colne. 

Andrews,  Samuel,  aged  7 years,  New  House  Road,  Earls 
Colne. 

Coppin,  William,  aged  7 years,  New  House  Road,  Earls  Colne. 

Cunningham,  Eillie,  aged  10  years,  New  House  Roaa,  Earls 
Colne. 

Murrells,  Vera,  aged  9 years,  Bridge  Street,  Earls  Colne. 
Wright,  Florence,  aged  14  years,  the  Kennels,  Earls  Colne. 

Curtis,  Ellen  G.,  aged  3 years,  New  House  Road,  Earls 
Colne. 

Patten,  Kathleen,  aged  9 years,  York  House,  White  Colne. 
Patten,  Phyllis,  aged  7 years,  York  House,  White  Colne. 
Patten,  Gertrude,  aged  6 years,  York  House,  White  Colne. 
Patten,  Anthony,  aged  4 years,  York  House,  White  Colne. 
Patten,  Barbara,  aged  2 years,  York  House,  White  Colne. 
Curtis,  Philip,  aged  4 years,  New  House  Road,  Earls  Colne. 
Smith,  Florence,  aged  10  years,  Colchester  Road,  White  Colne. 
Smith,  Maud,  aged  8 years,  Colchester  Road,  White  Colne. 
Smith.  Stanley,  aged  5 years,  Colchester  Road,  White  Colne. 
Smith,  Edith,  aged  2 years,  Colchester  Road,  White  Colne. 
Dear,  Beatrice,  aged  11  years,  Holt  Street,  Earls  Colne. 

King,  Ida,  aged  11  years,  Lower  Street,  Earls  Colne. 

King,  William,  aged  6 years,  Lower  Street,  Earls  Colne. 
Curtis,  Cyril,  aged  2 years,  New  House  Road,  Earls  Colne. 
Bartholomew,  Basil,  aged  2 years,  Burrows  Lane,  Earls  Colne. 
Blomfield,  Kathleen,  aged  4 years,  Orange  Hall,  Gosfield. 
Staines,  Ida,  aged  years,  Sudbury  Road,  Halstead  Rural. 
Brewer,  William,  aged  11  5^ears,  Colne  Engaine. 

Wass,  Albert,  aged  8 years,  Shut  Lane,  Earls  Colne. 

Dear,  Eleanor,  aged  5 years,  Holt  Street,  Earls  Colne 
Coppin,  Kate,  aged  6 years,  New  House  Road,  Earls  Colne. 
Patrick,  Albert,  aged  4 years,  Lodge  Farm,  Colne  Engaine. 
Corder,  Wieliam,  aged  4 years,  High  Street,  Earls  Colne. 
Moss,  Daisy,  aged  8 years,  Colne  Engaine. 

Wass,  Minnie,  aged  22  years,  Greenstead  Green,  Halstead 
Rural. 

Winch,  Edgar,  aged  18  years,  Cangle,  Halstead  Rural. 

Wyatt,  George,  aged  10  years,  Little  Maplestead. 

Cook,  William,  aged  21  years,  Greenstead  Green,  Halstead 
Rural. 


The  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  started  in  May  by  cases  occurring 
in  the  Ridgewell  family  and  not  discovered  until  the  peeling  stage,  and 
after  the  elder  Ridgewell  had  made  some  attendances  at  the  Earls  Colne 
Crape  Factory.  These  cases  started  others  in  New  House  Road,  Earls 
Colne,  doubtless  contracted  from  the  girl  employed  at  the  Earls  Colne 
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Factory.  The  subsequent  cases  were  so  mild  that  the  children  were  not 
thought  ill  enough  for  the  parents  to  consult  a medical  man,  and  con- 
sequently the  rash  was  unobserved  by  the  parents,  and  it  was  not  at  all 
uncommon  during  the  epidemic  for  cases  to  be  discovered  in  the  des- 
quamating stage.  I am  of  opinion  that  if  the  school,  authorities  were 
empowered  to  demand  a certificate  from  absentees  before  resuming  school 
attendance,  much  of  this  sort  of  disease  could  be  prevented.  I am  pleased 
to  state  that  the  school  teachers  in  every  instance  rendered  me  all  assist- 
ance in  the  detection  and  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  Diphtheria  cases  were  sporadic  ones  and  unable  to  be  traced. 

Nine  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  to  the  Hedingham 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  six  to  the  Halstead  Urban  Isolation  Hospital  owing 
to  the  want  of  accommodation  at  Hedingham.  The  cottages  were 

fumigated  immediately  on  removal  of  the  cases  to  Hospital,  and  on 
recovery  of  the  patient  when  nursed  at  home.  The  Elementary  School, 
Park  Lane,  Earls  Colne,  was  also  disinfected  during  the  summer  vacation. 

School  Closure 

I have  not  found  it  necessary  to  close  the  Elementary  Schools  during 
the  year,  but  the  usual  vacation  was  extended  for  a fortnight  at  Earls 
Colne.  All  the  Sunday  Schools  in  Earls  Colne  were  closed  for  the  same 
period. 

Zymotic  Case  Rate 

The  Zymotic  case  rate  was  9.46  per  thousand  of  population  estimated 
to  middle  of  1905. 

Systematic 

Inspection 

In  conjunction  with  Mr.  Bolt  (Sanitary  Inspector)  I have  inspected  the 
village  of  Pebmarsh,  and  Curds  Road  and  Coggeshall  Road,  Earls  Colne. 
The  Inspector  informed  me  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  he  had  been  able  to 
get  all  the  defects  remedied  with  the  exception  of  three  at  Pebmarsh,  and 
these  are  receiving  attention.  Notes  on  inspection  are  recorded  in  the 
Inspector’s  journal,  which  is  initialled  by  myself  and  produced  at  each 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

Inquiries  have  been  made  in  other  parts  of  the  District  as  occasion 
required. 

Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes 
Act,  1890. 

Two  cottages  at  Pebmarsh  were  found  to  be  dilapidated  and  danger- 
ous to  health.  Closing  orders  were  obtained  and  the  tenants  evicted. 
Five  other  dilapidated  ones  were  put  in  habitable  repair. 

Three  cottages  were  found  to  be  overcrowded,  and  in  each  case  it  was 
abated. 

Twenty  new  cottages  have  been  erected  during  the  year  at  Earls 
Colne,  Colne  Engaine,  and  Halstead  Rural.  Water  certificates  were 
granted  for  all. 

Water  Supply 

The  public  water  supply  has  received  attention,  and  two  pumps  have 
been  erected  to  replace  dipping  wells — one  at  Pebmarsh  (opposite  the 
“ King’s  Head  ”),  and  the  other  at  Blue  Bridge. 

* Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milk  Shops 
Order 


Bakehouses  and 
Slaughterhouses. 

Factory  and 
Workshops  Act. 

Earls  Colne 
Drainage  & Water 
Supply. 

Births 


Deaths 


Zymotic  Death 
Rate. 


Infant  Death  Rate 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  the  registered  dairies,  &c.,  have  been  visited  by  myself  and  the 
Inspector,  and  found  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Seven  more  dairymen 
have  been  added  to  the  register.  The  Council  has  appointed  a Committee 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  adopting  regulations  for  the  better  control 
of  dairies,  cow  sheds,  and  milk  shops. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  of  the  District  have  all  been 
inspected  and  found  in  proper  order. 

These  have  all  been  inspected  and  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  an  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  has  been  received,  and  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

During  the  year  g6  births  were  registered,  of  which  55  were  males  and 
41  females.  One  illegitimate  birth  was  registered.  The  birth  rate  was 
20.65  per  thousand  of  population  estimated  to  middle  of  1905.  The 
number  of  births  registered  in  1904  was  99  and  1903  102.  The  births 
were  distributed  amongst  the  various  parishes  as  follows  : — Halstead 
Rural  16,  Earls  Colne  39,  White  Colne  5,  Colne  Engaine  6,  Pebmarsh  6, 
Little  Maplestead  7,  and  Gosfield  17. 

During  the  year  51  deaths  were  registered  (excluding  9 in  the  Union 
Workhouse,  Halstead,  1 in  the  Union  Workhouse,  Great  Dunmow,  one 
in  the  Essex  and  Colchester  Hospital,  and  one  in  the  Colchester  Infectious 
Hospital  belonging  to  the  District),  26  being  males  and  25  females.  The 
corrected  death  rate  was  13.55  per  thousand  of  population  estimated  to 
middle  of  1905.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1904  was  40,  and  in 
I9°3  51.  The  deaths  were  distributed  in  the  various  parishes  as  follows 
Halstead  Rural  10,  plus  2 in  Workhouse  ; Earls  Colne  ig,  plus  3 in  Work- 
house  and  1 in  the  Essex  and  Colchester  Hospital  and  1 in  the  Infectious 
Hospital,  Colchester  ; White  Colne  4 ; Colne  Engaine  5,  plus  1 in  Work- 
house  ; Pebmarsh  3,  plus  1 in  Workhouse  and  1 in  the  Union  Work- 
house,  Great  Dunmow ; Little  Maplestead  2 ; and  Gosfield  8,  plus  2 in 
Workhouse. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  0.21  per  thousand  of  population  estimated 
to  middle  of  1905,  and  is  very  satisfactory.  It  consisted  of  one  death  from 
typhoid  fever  in  the  Infectious  Hospital,  Colchester. 

The  Infant  death  rate  was  52,  and  is  measured  by  the  proportion  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  to  births  registered,  and  is  expressed  as  so 
many  per  thousand  births.  This  year  it  included  4 from  premature  birth 
and  one  from  want  of  attention  at  birth.  The  Infant  death  rate  in 
England  and  Wales  for  1900  was  154.  In  London  the  average  Infant 
mortality  is  about  155. 

One  death  was  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  3 to  Chest.  Affections 
(Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis),  9 to  Cancer,  11  to  Heart  Disease,  6 to  Cerebral 
Hoemorrhage  and  Embolism,  and  21  from  all  other  causes.  Two  were  due 
to  drowning,  one  accidentally  while  bathing,  and  the  other  was  found 


drowned  in  a person  unknown.  An  unusual  number  have  died  from 
Cancer.  One  in  the  Infectious  Hospital  at  Colchester  was  attributed  to 
Typhoid  Fever.  She  was  nursing  a case  of  cerebral  apoplexy  at  Earls 
Colne  and  failed  in  health,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Essex  and  Colchester 
Hospital  at  Colchester  ; while  there  she  was  certified  to  be  suffering  from 
Diphtheria  and  was  removed  to  the  Colchester  Infectious  Hospital.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Colchester,  in  forwarding  to  me  the  intimation 
of  the  death,  reported  that  he  did  not  think  deceased  had  Diphtheria,  but 
that  she  died  from  Typhoid  Fever,  and  he  was  unable  to  say  where  it  was 
contracted.  The  death  took  place  on  January  ,10th,  1905,  but  only 
reported  to  me  on  January  29th,  1906.  On  communicating  with  the 
Medical  Attendent  at  Earls  Colne  he  also  was  unable  to  throw  any  light  on 
the  source  of  the  disease,  but  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  contracted  at 
Earls  Colne.  Had  the  intimation  of  the  death  been  sent  to  me  when  it 
occurred,  and  not  twelve  months  afterwards,  I should  have  endeavoured  to 
have  traced  the  source  of  infection. 

Five  were  those  of  children  under  one  year,  one  between  1 and  5 years 
of  age,  none  between  5 and  15  years  of  age,  two  between  15  and  25  years 
of  age,  seventeen  between  25  and  65  years  of  age,  and  twenty-six  were 
over  65  years  of  age. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  was  thirty-three. 


Table  I. 

( annexed), 


Table  II. 

( annexed  ). 


Table  III 

(annexed). 

Table  IV. 

(annexed). 


Table  V 

(annexed). 


Contains  Vital  Statistics  of  whole  district  during  1905  and  previous 
years. 


Contains  Vital  Statistics  of  separate  localities  in  1905  and  previous 
years. 


Contains  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1905. 


Contains  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  the  year  1905. 


Contains  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1905. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HALSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Systematic 

Inspection. 

Infectious  Diseases 
Notification. 

Diphtheria. 


Erysipelas. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

Second  Division  of  the  District 

For  the  year  ended  December  31,  1905. 


Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  of  portions  of  Castle  and  Sible 
Hedingham,  Great  Yeldham,  Toppesfield  and  Ridgewell. 

The  following  cases  have  been  reported  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act : — 

Five  cases  of  Diphtheria — 

One  in  Castle  Hedingham. 

Three  in  Sible  Hedingham. 

One  in  Great  Maplestead. 

These  were  notified  : Two  in  April,  two  in  September,  and  one  in 
October. 

Those  in  Castle  Hedingham  and  Great  Maplestead  were  isolated  at 
home.  One  of  the  cases  at  Sible  Hedingham  was  moribund  when  first 
seen.  The  other  two  were  removed  to  the  Halstead  Urban  Isolation 
Hospital,  as  the  Hedingham  Hospital  was  occupied  by  Scarlet  Fever 
patients. 

Ten  cases  of  Erysipelas — 

Three  in  Castle  Hedingham. 

Five  in  Sible  Hedingham. 

Two  in  Great  Maplestead. 

These  were  notified  : Two  in  January,  two  in  March,  two  in  April, 
two  in  May,  and  one  in  each  in  September  and  November. 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever — 

Eight  in  Castle  Hedingham. 

Fourteen  in  Sible  Hedingham. 

One  in  Great  Yeldham. 

Four  in  Toppesfield. 

These  were  notified  : Three  in  January,  four  in  February,  six  in 
March,  three  in  April,  one  in  June,  four  in  July,  four  in  September,  and 
one  each  in  October  and  December.  Of  these,  seven  from  Castle 
Hedingham,  ten  from  Sible  Hedingham,  one  from  Great  Yeldham  and 
four  from  Toppesfield  were  removed  to  the  Hedingham  Isolation 
Hospital  ; and  one  from  Castle  Hedingham,  and  one  from  Sible 
Hedingham,  to  the  Halstead  Urban  Isolation  Hospital.  Three  in  Sible 
Hedingham  were  isolated  at  home. 


Chicken  Pox. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

School  Closure. 


Water;  Supply. 


Drainage. 


Insanitary 

Dwellings. 

Burial  Ground. 


Factory  and 
Workshops  Act, 

IQOI. 


All  the  Houses  where  Diphtheria  or  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  were 

fumigated  by  the  Inspector  immediately  on  the  removal  of  cases  to 

Hospital,  or  on  convalescence  where  cases  were  treated  at  home. 

Forty-five  cases  of  Chicken  Pox — 

Two  in  Castle  Hedingham. 

Ten  in  Sible  Hedingham. 

One  in  Great  Yeldham. 

Four  in  Little  Yeldham. 

Sixteen  in  Toppesfield. 

Three  in  Stambourne. 

Nine  in  Great  Maplestead. 

These  were  notified  : Five  in  March,  fourteen  in  April,  five  in  July, 

and  twenty-one  in  December. 

This  Hospital  has  been  occupied  all  the  year,  except  for  two  short 
intervals,  by  Scarlet  Fever  patients.  When  empty,  some  repairs  and  painting, 
See.,  have  been  carried  out  and  some  new  furniture  and  linen  provided. 

Tilbury  National  School  was  recommended  to  be  closed  in  Dec.,  1904, 
till  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  the  closure  was  continued  till  January 
24th,  1905,  as  Whooping  Cough  was  still  epidemic  in  the  parish. 

On  January  24th  I recommended  that  the  National  School,  Great 
Yeldham,  should  be  closed  till  February  13,  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  in  the  parish. 

On  February  24th  I recommended  that  the  Toppesfield  National  School 
should  be  closed  till  March  20th,  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of  Measles  in  the 
parish. 

Certificates  have  been  granted  for  one  new  house  at  Great  Yeldham,  tor 
11  cottages  at  Sible  Hedingham,  and  2 cottages  at  Great  Maplestead.  Public 
pumps  have  been  repaired  at  Castle  and  Sible  Hedingham  and  Great  Maple- 
stead, and  a new  pump  has  been  fixed  to  the  ram  reservoir  at  Toppesfield. 

At  Castle  Hedingham,  several  portions  of  the  sewers  which  had  become 
defective  have  been  relaid,  and  drains  from  a number  of  cottages  connected 
with  the  sewers,  and  all  sewer  outfalls  cleaned  out  and  repaired. 

At  Sible  Hedingham  a new  Bacterial  tank  and  filter  bed  have  been  con- 
structed in  connection  with  the  Church  Street  sewer,  and  the  Swan  Street 
sewer  has  been  extended  and  ventilated. 

The  public  elementary  schools  have  all  been  inspected,  and  various 
alterations  and  improvements  made  in  the  sanitary  arrangements,  which  are 
now  all  in  good  order. 

Several  cottages  have  been  reported  and  put  into  habitable  repair. 

A new  cemetery  is  urgently  required  at  Sible  Hedingham  ; but  the 
Local  Government  Board,  after  a public  enquiry,  has  not  approved  of  the  site 
selected  by  the  Parish  Council,  and  the  matter  has  been  referred  back  to  this 
body. 

New  sanitary  offices  have  been  constructed  at  the  Joinery  Factory, 
Sible  Hedingham,  after  the  owner  had  been  written  to  on  the  subject. 

All  workshops  and  workplaces  have  been  inspected,  and  the  sanitary 
arrangements  found  satisfactory. 
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Bake-houses. 


Slaughter-  houses. 
Cow-sheds. 

Requirements. 


Births  and  Deaths. 


In  several  instances  repairs  have  been  carried  out,  and  all  have  been 
limewashed  at  proper  intervals. 

These  have  all  been  inspected  and  are  in  a satisfactory  state. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  all  been  inspected  and  regularly  lime 
washed.  In  four  cases  new  impervious  floors  have  been  laid. 

Chapel  End  and  Craigs  End,  Stambourne,  and  Gainsford  End,  Toppes 
field,  are  in  need  of  improved  water  supply,  and  a committee  has  been 
appointed  to  consider  how  this  can  best  be  provided. 

Byelaws  for  Drainage,  and  keeping  and  slaughtering  of  animals  are 
required. 

During  the  year  131  births  (68  male  and  63  female)  have  been  registered, 
to  compare  with  118  m 1902,  143  in  1903,  and  105  in  1904.  The  Birth-rate 
has  been  23.  Five  births  were  illegitimate  or  3.8  per  cent.  These  occurred  : 
Two  in  Sible  Hedingham  and  one  each  in  Castle  Hedingham,  Toppesfield 
and  Little  Yeldham. 

The  deaths  registered  numbered  82  (44  males  and  38  females)  to  com- 
pare with  77  in  1902,  56  in  1903,  and  82  in  1904.  The  death-rate  has  been 
14.298,  or  corrected  by  the  addition  of  6 deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse  and 
one  in  the  Halstead  Urban  Isolation  Hospital  of  persons  belonging  to  this 
district,  15.627. 

The  death-rate  from  Zymotic  diseases  has  been  6.7.  The  Zymotic  case 
rate  has  been  15.276. 

The  infant  mortality  was  84.  per  1000  births. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  was  49. 


